Abatement of Public Nuisances: Junk, Trash, Debris Flowchart
Belton Code of Ordinances- Chapter 14- Article I
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Notes:
When complaints are closed, notify the applicable parties of interest
and ward councilmembers.
For vehicle abatements, prepare a work order for the tow company
contracted by the city. Towed vehicles are to be impounded in the
city tow lot for at least 90 days.
City staff will notify the abatement contractor, upon confirmation of
and subsequent receipt, of the administrative search warrant to
schedule a date and time for the abatement.
The abatement contractor shall coordinate storage (at least 90 days)
for items that appear to be readily usable or reasonably repairable.

Step 5A

Step 6

If violations are verified:
Contact occupant and
complainant; (go to
Step 6 if voluntary
compliance not
achievable with initial

Prepare and Send
Violation Notice to
Owner & Occupant:
Use VN template
(See Sec. 14-6 & 14-41)

contact)

Ten (10) days after the notice is given
to the property owner and occupant,
city staff will make every effort to
obtain consent from the owner and
occupant to enter the property and
abate the violation. (Sec. 14-7) If
consent cannot be obtained, staff will
prepare an affidavit for an
administrative search warrant for city
attorney review and subsequent
submittal to the city prosecutor to
obtain the search warrant. (Sec. 14-5)

Step 6A

Is violation abated
prior to date of
compliance
stipulated in the
violation?
NO

YES

Step 8
City staff will prepare and issue a work order
for abatement of the violation in support of:
1. Voluntary consent by the owner and
occupant

notice?
No

Yes

2. Actions to enforce the administrative
search warrant in accordance with Sec. 14-5.

Close
complaint &
contact
Complainant

3. Issue citation(s) as necessary and attend
court in support of citation(s).

Step 9
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code to the contrary:
(1) Whenever the code enforcement officer or other employee authorized by the city manager is
made aware that a violation of this chapter, including sections 14-37, 14-38, 14-39 or 14-40, has
occurred, a summons to appear in municipal court on the violation may be issued. (Sec. 14-2)
Note: The summons to appear in municipal court is typically issued if the violation is not abated
within in the 10 day period after the violation notice is given.
For repeat (habitual) violations on the same property, a summons will be issued in conjunction with the
violation notice. A separate summons may be issued for each day the violation remains non-compliant.
Right to an Appeal shall be in accordance with Sec. 14-6 (d).

All costs associated with the abatement
shall be certified to the city clerk or
officer in charge of finance, who shall
cause the certified costs to be included
in a special tax bill or added to the
annual real estate bill.
(Sec. 14-9)

